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acliieved, Mary might go to Scotland or anywhere else
for what he cared, and do her worst. The sanguine
man already saw visions of a converted Valois
heading an. Anglo-Freuch crusade against Philip, and
establishing the reformed faith throughout Europe.
Walsingham his right-hand man, then ambassador at
Paris, was equally bitten. This was in the year before
the massacre of St. Bartholomew.

The overture of Elizabeth was very welcome to
the French court. Negotiations for the match were
soon opened, and continued during the first six months
of 1571. At the same time, both the Scotch factions
were summoned to accept the tripartite arrangement.
Mary was at first eager for it, and instructed her
agent, the Bishop of Boss, to swallow every condition
that might be imposed. She looked on it as the
only means of obtaining her release. But there is
ample proof that she intended to throw its stipulations
to the winds and fight for her own cause when once
she should get back to Scotland. In playing this per-
fidious game, she had confidently counted on the help
of France. The Kegent's party, however, declined
the treaty. They dreaded Mary's return, and they
had no wish to shake hands with the Marian lords
or admit them to a share in the Government. The
tripartite scheme thus fell through. Mary herself
ceased to care for it as soon as she heard of the pro-
jected match between Elizabeth and Anjou. She saw
that if France was going to co-operate heartily with
England, her sovereignty in Scotland would be merely
nominal She might almost as well remain with Lord
Shrewsbury.